
La Pyramide du Louvre - *****

From the moment I.M. Pei�s design for the pyramidal addition to  
the Musee du Louvre was introduced in 1985, it was the subject of 
controversy and international attention, derided as a violation of the  
museum�s classical integrity. But two decades later, it is one of the  
top tourist attractions in Paris, attracting some 8.5 million annual 
visitors.

Two weeks ago I traveled to Paris for the 20th Anniversary celebra-
tion of the project. It was also a reunion of the original team that 
worked on this historic project, including our �rm, which worked 
closely with the architects on developing the original way�nding  
and signage.

�e week of festivities included a light installation by Jenny Holzer, 
lectures and �lms. But the highlight was a daylong seminar about Pei�s 
architectural plan, its impact on the Louvre and on the city of Paris. 
Architects and curators dramatically recounted the massively com-
plex process, from design conception through �nal construction, in  
a series of presentations. �e key point reinforced throughout the day 
was that Pei�s design was more about urbanism than architecture. It 
responded to the desperate need to integrate the museum into the  
fabric of the city and transform the Louvre�s main courtyard from  
a dismal parking lot to a grand public gathering place. 




