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R(_)n _Ar_ad at MoMA: Who Needs
Discipline?

By Ken Carbone Mon Aug 3, 2009 at 8:21 PM

Variations on Ron Arads Ripple Chair, photo by Jason Mandella

Ron Arads exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New
York isa lot about no. No limits. No right angles. No expense
spared.

Entitled No Discipline, this show is the rst major retrospec-
tive of Arads work in the United States. He is well known for
his creative versatility and the experimental way he fuses tech-
nology, manufacturing processes and a daring array of materials
into objects, furniture and architecture.

ink carbon ber, acrylic, polyurethane, concrete, glass, poly-
ester, plywood, steel, leather and crystal and you only scratch
the surface of his design palette.  ese materials are artfully
shaped into forms that are extreme, mercurial and complex
No platonic purity here.  ese designs are marginally function-
al, elegant at their best and bombastic at their worst. However,
the creativity, cra smanship and level of nish in every exam-
ple are superb.

Many of his iconic works are on view, such as his serpentine
metal bookshelf Bookworm and his sprung stainless steel Well
Tempered club chair. Other highlights include Narrow Pap-
pardelle, a beautifully lyrical chair made of woven steel mesh
that gracefully unfurls from an upright position on to the oor.






